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It has been almost a year since March 11th, 2011, a day when the entire
world witnessed a natural threat far beyond what anyone could have
imagined. These events made the year a particularly memorable one for
the world’s people—and during that same year, the Japan Lifesaving
Association marked the twentieth year since its foundation.

In May 2011, I had an opportunity to give a speech at the World
Conference on Drowning Prevention held in Vietnam. As a leader for
Japan’s lifesaving activities, I expressed my gratitude for the sympathy,
condolences, and support for the people affected by the disaster that
followed the Great East Japan Earthquake. The audience was not only a
group of researchers who specialized in drowning and near drowning—
they were friends of mine who work as lifesavers around the world.
During the event, I began to question the significance of being involved in
lifesaving activities as a Japanese citizen.

The 2012 fiscal year has begun to answer my questions. Through this
experience, I decided to thoroughly review the guidelines that form the
backbone of our activities aimed at achieving zero water accidents from
the perspective of lifesavers. As a result of these efforts, top priority was
placed on preventing water accidents and reducing the damage caused by
natural disasters by promoting social action programs involving lifesaving
activities and by establishing a system to teach people survival skills. In
other words, I had become convinced that steady efforts to accumulate
knowledge and techniques through disaster prevention education would
minimize the number of victims.

In this context, the JLA Academy which started in 2011 is a landmark
in our commitment to education to each and every citizen on Disaster
Preparedness. I emphasize that the academy is moving forward with a
system to train persons who can rescue themselves, in addition to offering
qualifications to those who are involved in rescuing others.

At the end of 2011, we suffered a major loss—Mr. Kunichika Kaneko,
the first chairman for JLA, passed away. His bighearted commitment to
treating everyone fairly and establishing warm relationships will be passed
along by everyone who knew him in their own way.

The JLA Academy is one of the legacies of Mr. Kaneko’s spirit. I hope
the leaders of the organization will impart lifesaving knowledge and
techniques while spreading lifesaving activities through JLA local offices.
These efforts will bring us closer to our goal of achieving zero water
accidents. Their results, as well as information on lifesaving activities
by lifesavers throughout Japan are being collected and communicated
to others in the form of data or academic papers with the help and
collaboration of many players in a variety of locations and situations. I
strongly believe that effectively disclosing the information we gather is one
of our next big challenges.

We hereby issue the 2012 JLA annual report in the hopes of spreading
information on lifesaving activities to a wide audience consisting of both
our local communities and the world. It is our aim to be a driving force in
the goal of zero water accidents.

In conclusion, T would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Japan
Lifesaving Association members and everyone who has offered their kind
support to our lifesaving activities.

March 31st, 2012

Tsutomu Komine
President, Japan Lifesaving Association
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BAREEI 12011511 H258 (£)+268 (1) (F—O v NT—VEERFE)
15 R School of Sports of the German Forces (R DI R FIT7—LYMT—L Y RILT)

BE: FAY  F—RAPSUT AFUP . Za—I=FYRF5VF NVF— K-SV R AL A AFUX. FzI.BF

plndW pRelW plndM pRelM pTOTAL
1. 4 Germany 142349 3619.1 14201.7 3646.1 35701.8
2. 1 Australia 148224 3324.8 13676.3 2896.1 34719.6
3. 5 Italy 14360.4 2748.2 14478.3 1914.2 33501.1
4. 7 Netherlands 13956.3 3568.1 11296.0 25941 314145
5. 8 New Zealand 13757.3 1837.8 13106.5 2004.9 30706.5
6. 2 Belgium 134224 1721.1 12072.9 31409 30363.3
7. 9 Poland 11575.7 2296.2 12854.0 2976.1 29702.0
8. 6 Japan 12891.1 1707.5 12340.2 2568.0 29506.8
9. 10 Switzerland 8943.2 2154.8 10724.7 2244.8 24067.5
10. 3 (zech Republic 8526.5 2074.4 10214.1 21447 22959.7
1. 1 United Kingdom 5318.8 95.0 129749 3555.9 21944.6
Place VN Team plndW pRelW plndM pRelM pTOTAL
1. 24 DLRG LV Sachsen-Anhalt 13946.1 2746.0 13339.5 3003.2 33034.8
2 26 DLRG LV Westfalen 134315 2516.1 13658.2 3081.5 32687.3
3 25 DLRG LV Schleswig-Holstein 13052.9 3000.7 12568.9 2554.8 31177.3
4 17 DLRG LV Hessen 12203.4 2314.9 11456.5 2685.7 28660.5
5. 27 DLRG LV Wirttemberg 11535.4 2518.2 11524.6 2693.7 28271.9
6. 19 DLRG LV Niedersachsen 11637.2 2175.0 10905.8 2698.7 274167
7 12 DLRG LV Baden 112315 1520.4 12075.7 2348.5 27176.1
8 21 DLRG LV Rheinland-Pfalz 10887.3 2275.0 11092.2 2388.8 266433
9. 15 DLRG LV Brandenburg 9168.4 24589 12375.8 2478.6 26481.7
10. 20 DLRG LV Nordrhein 11090.6 2153.0 10896.3 2205.9 26345.8
1. 18 DLRG LV Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 8168.6 189.6 13556.8 2892.8 24807.8
12. 16 DLRG LV Hamburg 10166.4 1945.5 10422.4 1347.3 23881.6
13. 14 DLRG LV Berlin 7961.6 2246.1 9601.6 24340 222433
14. 13 DLRG LV Bayem 9204.3 1792.7 9124.9 1923.0 22044.9
15. 23 DLRG LV Sachsen 3515.9 0.0 10972.7 2247.8 16736.4
16. 40 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Westfalen 6248.2 0.0 6381.3 0.0 12629.5
17. 28 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Baden 47812 0.0 5097.8 0.0 9879.0
18. 36 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Rheinland-Pfalz 5163.9 0.0 44458 0.0 9609.7
19. 34 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Niedersachsen 4236.3 0.0 4524.6 0.0 8760.9
20. 38 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Sachsen-Anhalt 2976.0 0.0 57115 0.0 8687.5
21. I DLRG Juniorenteam LV Wiirttemberg 4968.1 0.0 3085.4 0.0 8053.5
22. 31 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Hamburg 5226.2 0.0 21374 0.0 7363.6
23. 30 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Brandenburg 2309.8 0.0 3719.0 0.0 6028.8
24. 22 DLRG LV Saar 2959.3 0.0 2880.2 0.0 5839.5
25. 35 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Nordrhein 3382.1 0.0 2202.2 0.0 5584.3
26. 39 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Schleswig-Holstein 28433 0.0 24845 0.0 5327.8
27. 33 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 47271 0.0 0.0 0.0 47271
28. 37 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Saar 0.0 0.0 2625.7 0.0 2625.7
29. 32 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Hessen 2583.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 2583.6
30. 29 DLRG Juniorenteam LV Bayern 0.0 0.0 1404.5 0.0 1404.5
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